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Synopsis

The Easiest and Fastest Way to Learn German Whether you want to travel, communicate with
friends or colleagues, reconnect with family, or just understand more of whata ™s going on in the
world around you, learning German will expand your horizons and immeasurably enrich your life.
The best part is that it doesna ™t have to be difficult or take years to master. Thirty minutes a day is
all it takes, and we get you speaking right from the first day. Pimsleur courses use a
scientifically-proven method that puts you in control of your learning. If youa ™ve tried other
language learning methods but found they simply didna ™t stick, then you owe it to yourself to give
Pimsleur a try. Why Pimsleur? - Quick + Easy & “ Only 30 minutes a day. - Portable + Flexible & “
Core lessons can be done anytime, anywhere, and easily fit into your busy life. - Proven Method & “
Works when other methods fail. - Self-Paced & “ Go fast or go slow & “ itd ™s up to you. - Based in
Science a “ Developed using proven research on memory and learning. - Cost-effective a “ Less
expensive than classes or immersion, and features all native speakers. - Genius a “ Triggers your
braind ™s natural aptitude to learn. - Works for everyone & “ Recommended for ages 13 and above.
Whaté ™s Included? - 30, 30-minute audio lessons - 60 minutes of reading instruction to provide
you with an introduction to reading German designed to teach you to sound out words with correct
pronunciation and accent - in total, 16 hours of audio, all featuring native speakers - a Reading
Booklet and a Usera ™s Guide What Youa ™Il Learn In the first 10 lessons, youa ™Il cover the
basics: saying hello, asking for or giving information, scheduling a meal or a meeting, asking for or
giving basic directions, and much more. Youa ™Il be able to handle minimum courtesy
requirements, understand much of what you hear, and be understood at a beginning level, but with
near-native pronunciation skills. In the next 10 lessons, youa ™Il build on what youa ™ve learned.
Expand your menu, increase your scheduling abilities from general to specific, start to deal with
currency and exchanging money, refine your conversations and add over a hundred new
vocabulary items. Youa ™Il understand more of what you hear, and be able to participate with
speech that is smoother and more confident. In the final 10 lessons, youa ™Il be speaking and
understanding at an intermediate level. In this phase, more directions are given in the target
language, which moves your learning to a whole new plane. Lessons include shopping, visiting
friends, going to a restaurant, plans for the evening, car trips, and talking about family. Youa ™Il be
able to speak comfortably about things that happened in the past and make plans for the future.
Reading Lessons begin in Lesson 10 to provide you with an introduction to reading German. In
addition, the combined Reading Lessons are included after Lesson 30. These Reading Lessons,

which total about one hour, are designed to teach you to sound out words with correct pronunciation



and accent. The Pimsleur Method We make no secret of what makes this powerful method work so
well. Paul Pimsleur spent his career researching and perfecting the precise elements anyone can
use to learn a language quickly and easily. Here are a few of his a cesecretséa «: The Principle of
Anticipation In the nanosecond between a cue and your response, your brain has to work to come
up with the right word. Having to do this boosts retention, and cements the word in your mind. Core
Vocabulary Words, phrases, and sentences are selected for their usefulness in everyday
conversation. We dona ™t overwhelm you with too much, but steadily increase your ability with
every lesson. Graduated Interval Recall Reminders of new words and structures come up at the
exact interval for maximum retention and storage into your long-term memory. Organic Learning
You work on multiple aspects of the language simultaneously. We integrate grammar, vocabulary,
rhythm, melody, and intonation into every lesson, which allows you to experience the language as a
living, expressive form of human culture. Learning in Context Research has shown that learning
new words in context dramatically accelerates your ability to remember. Every scene in every
Pimsleur lesson is set inside a conversation between two people. There are no drills, and no
memorization necessary for success. Active Participation The Pimsleur Method + active learner
participation = success. This method works with every language and every learner who follows it.
You gain the power to recall and use what you know, and to add new words easily, exactly as you
do in English. The German Language German is the official language of Germany and Austria and
is one of the official languages of Switzerland. It is also an official language in Belgium, Lichtenstein,
and Luxembourg. Nearly 100 million people speak German as their first language: about 77 million
in Germany, 8 million in Austria, and 4.5 million in Switzerland. Tech Talk - CDs are formatted for
playing in all CD players, including car players, and users can copy files for use in iTunes or

Windows Media Player.
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Customer Reviews

Before you buy a Pimsleur package, understand what you're getting. There are a LOT of
language-learning tools out there, but none are quite like Pimsleur. If you're trying to learn the
maximum amount of a language for the smallest amount of money, your money would probably be
better spent elsewhere. Instead, Pimsleur caters to those who have a very rough time getting
anything to "stick" through other methods. You pay a considerable amount more, but you WILL
learn, and that may catapult you in your studies with other methods.You will NOT be fluent after
finishing Pimsleur German |. However, you will definitely have ultimate command of what you do
learn. It will literally be a part of you the way English is. You will not be able to discuss politics or
music, but you will be able to get directions, go to a restaurant, talk about what you've done, what
you’re doing, and what you want to do. If you do the lessons as suggested, you'll be able to do
these things without having to translate in your head. In fact, if your experience is anything like
mine, you might say what you want to say in German and then have to think about what you just
said in English. It is both fascinating and exhilarating. This is the essence of what separates
Pimsleur from buying a six dollar phrasebook with all of the same phrases.If you want to know if
spending this amount of money for this package is really for you, go buy one of the cheaper "teaser"
Pimsleur German courses that only provide a few lessons. Better yet, see if your local library has it.
If you like it, come back and buy this one.Whether or not you stay with Pimsleur, use this as an

adjunct to other materials.

The following comments come from a rank beginner. | have had no prior study of German at school
or otherwise.lgnore the many complaints of price of this course. When you hear the quality of the
recording, the professional speakers on this CD (4 different speakers, three native Germans and
one American narrator), and realize the research that went into its design, you would expect it to
cost much more. It is difficult to compare, but | would guess this course to be equivalent to about
one semester of college German. The difference is in the focus. It is about getting as much useful
language as quickly as possible, and the focus on travel vocabulary: How far to Berlin? How much

does a beer cost (it's German, you have to have a beer!)? How do you get to Goethe Street, etc.But



where the course really shines, is how they’ve hidden the complex grammar of German in simple
questions and answers. You learn the way a child learns his first language, by "feeling" what sounds
right in a sentence. Each lesson is a strong challenge. Not hard enough to make you quit, and not
easy enough to get boring, but keeps you reaching and concentrating. | believe many studies have
found this delicate balance to be the most effective in language learning. | did most lessons two or
more times with good results. They suggest moving on when you get about 80% of the lesson.The
course is read by native speakers, a man and a woman. Each has a slightly different accent. At first
| found this disconcerting, which one is right? But just like in English, different people speak
differently. So you kind of find an average and just keep trying to copy both of them. Keep a bottle of

water next to your CD player, German works your throat!

| don’t know about you, but | don’t want to learn a language so | can read a newspaper or
understand a radio broadcast. | want to communicate with real live people in their own
language.How many people take language courses all through high school and even college only to
find when it comes time to actually USE the language, they’ve "learned" it without the ability to
SPEAK it?This doesn’t happen with the Pimsleur method. It forces you to respond, continuously
moving forward, teaching you new things while reinforcing concepts learned earlier. The Pimsleur
program is far superior to other audio methods in that it's not just repeating incredibly dull phrases
over and over again. You interact with the dialogue. You have to THINK and it reinforces things
learned earlier at just the right time intervals. A concept is reinforced more often right after learning,
but these reminders become less and less frequent as time goes on and you learn new things. But
then what you’ve learned previously becomes part of new concepts and vocabulary that keep
getting put before you, reinforcing those concepts even more.The Key is that you RETAIN the
concepts and vocabulary and hence the ability to use the language. You learn correct
pronunciation, as the program uses native speakers. You won'’t be tongue-tied, since you're asked
questions in the program and you have to THINK about the answer. You THINK because the
question might reference something from three or four tapes ago. You use proper grammar despite
yourself because you're not thinking about grammar, you're learning the language the same way

you learned as a baby - you’re USING it.Is there a down side? Of course.
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